
A Retreat with Saint Jean de Brébeuf  
A Journey Through the Testimony of His Writings 

 

Short biography 

Jean de Brébeuf, Jesuit missionary, and an author of Relations des Jésuites, 
1635- 1636. He was born at Condé-sur-Vire, France, 25 Mar 1593; martyred at the 
village of St-Ignace in the Wendat Nation 16 Mar 1649; canonized 29 June 1930.  

Brébeuf entered the Society of Jesus in 1617, was ordained a priest in 1623, and 
arrived in New France in 1625. He started as a missionary to the 
nomadic Montagnais. Sent to the Wendat near Georgian Bay in 1626, he learned 
their language and preached there until 1629, when Québec was captured by the 
“Kirke brothers”, and the Jesuits were forced to return to France. He returned in 
1633 and was among the Wendat again in 1634, remaining in charge of the 
mission for 4 years. Brébeuf laboured for 15 years in challenging surroundings. 
Brébeuf, an accomplished linguist, supervised the preparation of a Huron grammar 
and dictionary. In 1640, following a devastating smallpox epidemic, the Wendat 
attacked him and his companion and damaged their mission. In 1640-41 Brébeuf 
began a mission among the Neutrals, but they regarded him as a sorcerer. 

In 1644 he returned to Wendat people, remaining there until 16 March 1649. He 
was a veteran of 18 missions when, in 1647, peace was made between the French 
and the Iroquois, who were competitors with the Wendats in the fur trade, and their 
bitter enemies. The Iroquois, determined to destroy the Huron confederacy, 
continued their fierce war against the Wendats and between 1648 and 1650 
destroyed all villages and missions. They seized Brébeuf and along with his fellow 
missionary Gabriel Lalemant and tortured them to death near Saint-Ignace. 
Brébeuf endured stoning, slashing with knives, a collar of red-hot tomahawks, a 
“baptism” of scalding water, and burning at the stake. Because he showed no signs 
of pain, his heart was eaten by the Iroquois out of respect for his courage.  
 
After his death, Paul Ragueneau, superior of the nearby mission Sainte-Marie, 
discovered 39 fragmentary writings in which Brébeuf described his visions, his 
ecstasies, and prophetic dreams. His bones are buried at the mission of Saint-
Marie-amoung-the-Huron, near Midland, Ontario. He was canonized with 
Lalemant and other Jesuits, collectively, known as the Martyrs of North America- 
in 1930, and together they were named co-patrons of Canada alongside St-
Joseph. 
(https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/jean-de-brebeuf) 

 

 



Source (All the following quotes have been taken from this book: 

Jean de Brébeuf’s writings, by René Latourelle, SJ, Translated by William Lonc, 
SJ, and George Topp, SJ, Volume 2 of the series Early Jesuit Missions in Canada, 
491 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


