
Day 5 

Martyrdom 
 

“On the point of shedding our blood” 

St-Jean de Brébeuf:  

“Very Reverend Father, P.C. 

We are perhaps on the point of shedding our blood, and sacrificing 
our lives for the service or our Master, Jesus Christ. It seems that, in 
His infinite goodness, He wishes to accept this sacrifice from me in 
atonement for all my serious and innumerable sins, and to crown from 
this hour on the past services and the intense desires of all our fathers 
who are here. 

What makes me think, however, that this not take place is –on the one 
hand- the enormity of my past sins that make me unworthy of such an 
extraordinary Grace; on the other hand, I do not think that God in His 
goodness will permit His workers to be put to death, since, even now, 
there are some good souls who have begun with fervor to accept the 
seed of the Gospel despite the slander and persecutions of every one 
against us. Moreover, I am afraid that divine justice, on seeing the 
obstinacy of most of these people in their foolishness, very rightly will 
not permit them to come and destroy the bodily life of those who, with 
all their heart, desire and work for the salvation of theirs souls. 

Whatever the outcome may be, I must assure you that all our Fathers 
await the successful resolution of this crisis with great spiritual peace 
and serenity. For myself, I can tell your Reverence, with all sincerity, 
that I do not have the least fear of death for so great cause. But we 
are all saddened by the fact that these poor people, by their own 
resistance, are closing the door to the Gospel and to Grace. Whatever 
the outcome may be, and whatever be the treatment we receive, we 
will endeavor, with the grace of our Lord, to endure it with patience for 
his service. It is a very special favor that God in his goodness bestows 
upon us by allowing us to suffer something out of love for Him. We 
now feel we truly belong to the Society of Jesus. May He ever be 
blessed for having chosen us, among so many other worthier servants 
of his, to help Him carry His Cross. May His holy will be done in all 



things. If He wants us to die at this very time, what happiness will be 
ours! But He wants to spare us further labors, blessed be the Lord. If 
you hear that God has rewarded our poor efforts or rather, our desires, 
with the crown of martyrdom, give thanks to the Lord; for it is for Him 
that we want to live and to die, and it is He who will give us the grace 
to do so. At any rate, if some of us should survive, I have told them 
what they must do. It is my opinion that our Fathers and our lay helpers 
should go to the homes of those they consider as their best friends. I 
have ordered that they should take whatever pertains to the sacristy 
to the home of Pierre, our first Christian. Above all they are to put in a 
safe place the dictionary and whatever writings we have on the Huron 
language. As for me, if God gives me the grace to go to heaven, I will 
pray to God for them, for our poor Wendats and for your Reverence… 

Jean de Brébeuf, François Joseph Le Mercier, Pierre Chastellain, 
Charles Garnier, Paul Ragueneau 

From the Residence of the Immaculate Conception at Ossossané, the 
28th day of October.” 

 

Scripture Passages for Personal Prayer Time: 

“I am telling you the truth: a grain of wheat remains no more than a 
single unless it is dropped into the ground and dies.” (John 12, 20-26) 

And now I am happy about my sufferings for you, for by means of 
physical sufferings I am helping to complete what still remains of 
Christ’s sufferings on behalf of his body, the Church. (Colossians 1. 
24-29) 

 

Possible Questions for Personal Reflection: 

1. Are my beliefs consistent with my words and actions? 
2. Do I forgive those who offend me? 
3. Do I accept that God allows me to go through trials to test my love for 
Him? 
4. Can I identify when I really decided to give my life to Christ? 
5. To what extent can I bear witness to God and his love for mankind? 

 


